THE LATTER. DA 1 SAIN W 


— . — ——— 
GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

[Continued from page #61.) 

SECOND DAT. 
April 10 a.m. 
’ "Singing by'the choir: 


“Prager by Jonathan G. Kimball. 
choir of the hymn which begins: 

Wust was witnessed in the heavens? | 

_ ABRAHAM o. WOODRUFF, 

of the Council of ‘the Twel ve was the first speaker. He hed 3 how 
on it was to speak when the individual was under the influence of the 
Spirit of, God. He desired. to e Spirit, that benefit might be 
pes result... ‘There was everything within the Church of Christ to bring 
happiness... Many who were not of our faith have asserted thatall that 
Was. necessary. to break down the work in which we were engaged was to 
expose the principles which we had accepted. Such persons had never 
made auch an exposition, but had, as a rule, misrepresented. the doctrines 
of the Church, The speaker regretted to say that not a few members of 
families of Latter-day. Saints had connected themselves with religious 
: ms not.recognized by the Priesthood. Others had identified 
pee tg secret orders of a non-religious character. The Gospel as 
accepted by: the Saints, had within it all that was necessary for the attain- 
ment of all proper objects, It was perfect system revealed from heaven. 
On the. other hand there were many of: the youth of the community who 
vero awakening to a sense of their dutiss in the Church. This improye- 
ment was largely.due to the faithful labors, at home, of missionaries gent 
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out by the Mutual Improvement orghuisédous, The young were by this 
means being brought into activity in the ‘things of God, without which 
there was no real progress. If the various quorums were kept constantly 
engaged in their callings, the development of the Church would be more 
and more rapid. The speaker dwelt briefly on subjects relating to the 
temporal affairs of the people. He took the ground that much dis- 
advantage arose from a lack of co-operation, and the existence of too 
much business rivalry, instances of such conditions being referred to. 
business and all other interests should 
MATTHIAS r. co 
of the same quorum, followed. He referred to the eee of the 
work of God, by which it met all conditions of life and rendered it possible 
for the Elders to give unpremeditated instructions, under the influence of 
the Spirit, upon any principle of benefit to the people. All the instruc- 
tions so far given during the Conference had been appropriate because 
inspired. The hand of the Lord had been manifested in the deliverance 
of the people from adverse conditions. This deliverance would be made 
complete if the Latter-day Saints would do their duty in full and resist 
all temptation. It was the day of the Lord’s preparation, the work being 
accelerated among the nations of the earth. The speaker had enjoyed 
himself very much in his visit to the various missions in the United 
States, where an excellent spirit was manifested by the Elders. They 
were contented, and were laboring diligently under the 8 of the 
Spirit. 

Elder Cowley suggested that the letters written Pa Elders 1 their 
relatives and friends should be encouraging and cheerful, as it was most 
disheartening for them to receive letters filled with discouraging news. 
The ministers of the various denominations were frequently making 
invidious comments on the principles of the Gospel, but the very fact of 


_. the Elders going abroad without purse and scrip was a standing exempli- 


fication of faith. It was more than the people of the world could =e 
of their ministers. | 
These laborers in the missionary fields were still 
of the greatness of the work required of them. It was ‘found difficult’ to 
supply all the missionaries needed in the various fields of labor, and there 
‘was great necessity for the young men gaining a preparatory knowledge 
of the principles of the Gospel. It was a pleasing thing to sse the 
missionary labors performed under the Mutual Improvement association 
work at home, which had resulted in the addition of about 13,000 members 
to the associations, in addition to developing great fitness for missionsry 
labor on the part of those who had been engaged in this fell. 
The Lord was preparing the nations of the earth for the seeds of truth, 
according to the promises given by the Lord in his early revelations to 
the Church. Barriers in the way of the spread of the work were being 
broken down and the Holy Ghost was spreading among the nations, to 
the blessing of the people. Agitation and rumors of war were marking 
another step in the fulfillment of the Latter-day prophets where the war- 
fare in the nations and the safety ofthe inhabitant of Zion were 
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n accordance also with the prediotions of the ancient prophets. The 
Saints were warned to depart from hypocrisy and inconsistency, and to 
be ative in the furtherance of the work of God. The promise was given 
that in consideration of faithfulness the young and — ered R 

of as same quorum, followed. He said it was a tase of rejoicing + withy 
the Latter-day Saints, for the Lord had been merciful unto us. There | 

had been no time when we had greater reason to serve the Lord than now. 

Forces were being exercised in behalf of the work of God, and. opposi- 
tion to it was also being revived. All that had been said in this Confer - 
ence, thus far, was now in full force, and all the prophecies heretofore 
given would be fulfilled. There were obligations resting upon us that 
other people derided, notwithstanding that those obligations were in the 
direction of saving sonia. Yet the world were opposed to us, because the 
genius of the world was antagonistic to salvation. The Saints were laying up 
treasures—they were banking with our Father in heaven, and the accounts 
were accurately kept. He had chosen us out of the world and a special 
work had been given to this people. Its scope embraced the human 
family, and extended to the spirit world. It would tend either to our 
condemnation or exaltation, accordit to our diligence or our neglect. 
Good intentions were of no value unless they were carried out. God 
had made us impervious to outside, Tucks when we were faithfal, but 
when there were internal dissensions our power of resistance was dimin- 


in Zion because of the righteousness of her people. a 

The speaker read from the Book of Mormon statements of the pate 
Lehi to his family, i in which the enunciation occurs—that,so long as the 
people of this continent. should be righteous, it should be a land of liberty 
unto them but if they should be ee neither peace nor liberty should 
prevail. “Many of our sons were affiliating with those that know not God, 
and were indulging i in the spirit of the, o world. This would bring disaster. 
We must set our hearts firmly to the service of God, that we might have 
peace, and be in 4 condition to succor the good of the earth, Tee ¢ com- 
motion and strife should prevail on the. earth. Pans ven 

ELDER B, H. ROBERTS, 

of ‘the First council. of ‘Seventy, followed, He had 3 in ‘bia feel- 
ings to the great truths spoken and testimonies borne during the Confer- 
ence, ‘and the sounding of the voice of warning to the nations of the.earth. 
The speaker read from section 88 of the Doctrine and Covenants i in which 
instructions were given to the servants of God who were to administer 
among the nations, that they should be free from the sins of the world, 
and thus escape the judgments. predicted against the ungodly. This 
revelation was given 66 yearsago. It was most important that it should be 
repéated to the children of men in this day of great turmoil, war, the 
crumbling of dynasties, and the anger of the elements. He bore testimony 
that there was u great significance in the opening of the way for the more 
sful ‘preaching’ of the Gospel among the nations; that repentance 
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might be proclaimed and warnings. given, preparatory. to. the fulfillment 
of the predictions.of disaster. President Woodruff had been most a, 
ous. under the inspiration of God, in proclaiming this warning, and. in 
preparing a way for the nations, if they would escape from these eslam- 
ities. Elder Roberts testified to the saving power of the Gaanel and 

waa song by she: choir. sow 

"Benediction by Eider George Reynolds. 8 


Singing by the choir and congregation of the which 


‘Our God, we nu to Tee. „ 
_ Prayer by Elder David H. Cannon. cod 98 6 


3. 


PRESIDENT WILFORD ‘WOODRUFF 
the Conference. Before he began to 
80 Cannon, at his request, read the first section of the 200k of ) 
The following subjects were treated in the discourse 
etch of experiences in his life, embracing man ‘remarkable ps 
dents, showing that two powers had been striving with him, one to des- 
troy and the other to preserve his life; also of circumstances connected 
with his embracing the Gospel, as revealed through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, and his pr career in the Paty in all of which he | 


1 


to say to the Saints that it was their to gett the 
and be governed by that power. Changes were about to come among 
Israel, and among the nations of the earth, and great eventa were at the 
very doors; the necessity of the Saints performing vicarious, work i in be- 
half of the dead; the judgments of God, which he had foreseen by the 
power of God, that would soon visit the world; the improvement ‘Which 
had been beonghs about through the instrumentality of the various 
ficent institutions which had been established in the Church as aids to its 
development. President Woodruff pronounced & upon the 
and at the conclusion of his remarks the vast congrege mas: 
and in unison with the choir, sang: _ ety 

We thank Thee, O God, for 

| TJ 0o guide us in these latter days. 

| PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 
testified to the pleasure experienced. the, teati- 
monies of President Woodruff, and in witnessing hb 1 through all | 
difficulties and dangers to the present. He | 
throngh which President Woodr if bad od, and valuable i 
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tion regarding: the: workitigs of God with the people and the mirety of 
His ‘assistance to Hid ‘sctvants in authority, to whose counse! God required 
that the Saints should: listen. it was the ignoring of this: requirement 
that .browght all the trouble experienced by the people This heéécsaty 
_ obedience did not, in the least degree, involve: the surrender of: agéticy. 
‘The:eoncliding portion of the discourse was devoted to abowing the 
wonderful dhatacter of the work that God had commented in the earth, 
— —-—- 


ot the A, 
The choir nas the anthem, of Ha tothe 
Benediction by Eider Seymour B. Young. 


— 


4 8 8 of pa Christ of Latter-day Saints of the 
Leeds Conference District. oonvened in the Mechanics Institute, Bradford, 
Sanday, May 1, 1808. Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and at 2:20 pad 
GR. 

„Among preseutarere Elders itulon 8. Welle, Joven M., MoM 
and Edwin F. Parry, presidency of the European Mission; Elder Nu 
E. Rose of the Live: aol Office, President Geo. H. Bradahaw, Elders Jamés 
H. Davis, Frank Robinson and Winslow, Farr of the Manchest panier. 
ence; President Jed Stringham: Joshua, Hodson of the 
| Copterence ; Elder H. C. Jacobs, Jr.,.of the Sheffield Conference; tides Joba 
Hausten ot the Newcastle. Conference; Elder J. W. Knight and Sisters 
Ines Knight and Lucy Jane Brimbali of the Cheltenham Con 
and. President John H. Bailey, Le 
At dhe morning meeting dhe meral au: 
ot the European Mission were sustained un ni 
Bailer vas sustained as president of the Leeds Confere 

J. H. Brough, Geo. W. N. 55 
Everett, E. 8. Jenkins, H. C. Bro vn, Knight, C. E. B Charles 
sage James Laird and James W - Lesueur as Traveling 


The repors for the past five months was ag 
missionaries from Zion, 14, (High. Prieste, 2; local Elders, 
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John Hirst and Arthur Townsend. In the afternoon: the speakers were 
‘Elders James H. Davis, John H. Brough, Edwin F. Parry and Sister Laty 
Jane Brimhall. The speakers in the evening were Elders J. H. Bailey and 
* W. McMurrin, Sister Inez Knight and President Rulon — 100 
Mestings were well attended by Saints and stran gers 
May and, at 10:90 a. m., a Priesthood meeting was beld at — 
‘Hall, where each Elder reported his labors and expressed his feelings, and 
‘some excellent instruction was received from the presidency of the miséion. 
A pleasant social entertainment was held at a 0 at een. Hall 
where all seemed to enjoy themselves. ad? pine tiods 
Sas. Clerk of Conference 


MORE FROM THE “TURKISH MISSION. 


ApostLze Ax r RON H. Lux p writes from Hits, Byria, under date of April 
19, 1898, as follows: 


We arrived here last had a very pleasant 
journey from Aleppo overland to Damascus, and from there by railroad to 
Beyrout; I believe I-wrote to you ‘from Aintab last. We Organized the 
Church there, and it is now in good running order. 

I think it will be well for President Maycock’ to 1 Aintab the bead 
quarters of the mission, as there is now a branch in that city of some 
sixty adult ‘menibers, A Sanday School has been organised there, and, 
‘perhaps, we will have a day school established there also. The 
children are attending the protestant ‘schools, but they are exposed to 
persecution from the other children; and, what is worse, these schools are 
sectarian, and the children are taught Godtrines that are not in aécord 
with the scriptures. It will, therefore; be a necessity for us to get u school 
of our own. We have a brother in the branch who is a qualified ‘school 
teacher, On account of becoming a Latter-day Saint he was discharged 
from his position. He will be able to take our children and teach them, 
it woe can obtain permission of the government to start a school. oe 
We had a nice visit with the Saints at Aleppo, and ‘ordained several ot 
the brethren to the Priesthood. 
Alter our morning meeting tast-day 1 was 
| three ladies. Four carriages were hired and we went some three 
out of the city to a beautiful spring, where the sacred: Ordinance was 15 
formed. Several persons not of our Ohurch witnessed the In 
the afternoon the new members were confirmed and we Hac an enjoyab 


time. 1 
Hamath, which was once the northernmost point of ‘the kingdom of 
Solomon. We felt we were now entering upon’ historical ground, sacred 
to us and all Bible Students. from the many memories which: ‘each name 
Hintze and one of the brethren tried to find the pastor, but he had left 
the city for a few days. A young doctor called on us, and ‘seemed qui 
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pleased to hear that we were preachers. He invited us to attend their 
meeting in the evening and proffered to interpret for us into Arabic. He 
: — out with him to see the city, and was very, 

«What religion do you belong to?” i asked. 

We are Latter-day Saints,” was the . 

After this he did not seem so 3 We met with his congregation in 
the evening. He led in singing and prayer, and read one of the Psalms of 
David, then he asked Brother Hintze if he would take that for his text. 
Brother Hintze did not understand his request, but said he was willing to 
preach the Gospel to them. This he did, setting forth our belief in great 

The doctor, I believe, translated his sermon correctly, only 
once I noticed he tock some time to give his own opinion. It was when 
Brother Hintze spoke on infant ‘baptism and showed that it was not a 
Biblical doctrine. The congregation. was much md 
us for visiting them. 

President. Maycock, Elders Larson and us. 
This makes us a party of five. It does not cost much more, and it is, of 
course, much safer to have a number in the party. Traveling among the 
Bedouin tribes is not entirely safe. The government i is willing to furnish 
us u soldier from one place to another; and in one case, going through a 
district which our guide-book said was subject to raids by the Bedouins, 
the commander in the place where we had stayed pens: sents oldier 
with us without our making the request. 

To-morrow we are going south of Carmel to examine 1 75 
which it is thought would make nice homes for our Saints. The great 
drawback to the richest portions of this land is the climate; but He who 
placed this curse on the land on account of the disobedience of the people 
is able to lift it when His time ¢ comes. 


70 Mrsstonarres.—A been received for 
note paper with a printed heading and view of the Salt Lake Temple, 
similar to what we have been using at this office: In compliance with 
this expressed desire, which seems to be general smong the missionaries, _ 
we have had prepared a stock of ‘first-class note paper suitable for foreign 
correspondence, and containing a fine lithographic view of the Salt Lake 
Temple and a heading worded thus: “Latter-day Saints’ European Mis- 
sion,” followed with blank lines for address and date. We also have 
envelopes for foreign or domestic use with lithographic view of the temple 
printed on the corner. The paper is sold at 6d. per quire and the enve- 


lopes at 6d. per package of 25. 


Boon or Mormon READY . —— from the 
publisher copies of the Book of Mormon Ready References,.a book of the 
same size and style as the Bible Ready References, and compiled for the 
use of students and missionaries. The vee the work, bound in roan 
leather, is 28. | | 
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‘SAVED BY GRACE. | 
— — * 


SanwaTIon ANSWERED By THE WorD oF Gop—SALVATION. Free 
10 How tT May BE Fait. ALONE savEt—Can 

= salvation free to all? 5 180 
The Bible plainly says that it is. St. Paul t tele dle Savior “wil 


‘have iit tite to be saved.” (I Timothy 3: 4). Jesus Himself says; °° 


od so loved the world, eee 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Sow into the 


3: 16, iv) 


upon earth, that doeth rood, an not? 
siastes 7: 20), 
“Tf we gay that we have no sin, we deceive and the trath in not in un” 
(I John 1: 8). 


He invites them to come unto Him, and ee thom: rest unto a 
and forgiveness of their sin. 
pon tothe: ‘Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly of heart: and yo sball fin 3 
reat unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11: 28-9 
**Gome now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as carle! 
they shall crimson, shall 1001. 
(Isaish 1: 18). | | 
Can sinful man save hin sel 
No. The Apostle Paul says salvation “ “ig the ite God? 
2: 8); hid — 
„The wages of sin is death; ba the gift of God ite” Romane 6 
Then by what means can mah be 
Only through the grace of God, which méans by His ’ 
God: (Ephesians 2: 8, 99. 
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Does this mean that we are to do nothing? — 
nly not, for the next ver of Be, Peat wing» sates that we 


‘(Rphesians 2: 10 
What’ gifs of God which brings ealvetion to mant 
It is the atonement made by Jesus Christ, by which He took away the 
sin of the world. ee 
For wh for sina the for the that ‘he 
being us to: Ged.” Peter 3: 10. 
never ths the of tha world.” (John 1: 200. 
From hat is man saved by Christ’s atonementf 5 
First, from the effects of Adam's fall, which is death. an 
(I Corinthians 15: 21,22). 
Second, from the sins man himself commits. St. John says about the 
And he is the snd not for oars only, but forthe sian a 
the whole svorid.” John 2: 2). 
How can man receive the great gift of salvation from ein f, . 


Only by obeying the Gospel of Jesue Obrist; that in, by doing what 
He has commanded. There is no other way. St. Paul says of Christ: 
% Not every one that saith 


4% He that hath my commandments, and keepeth ns EE 
to him.” (Joliti4: ll 
that very mun will be rewarded according to his 
works. 
inthe Glory oh with his angel; nd then he 
shall reward every mam according to his works,” (Matthew 16: 27). 
ho will render to every man ecoording to his deeds: to them who by patient con- 
inuanc gap cay Sager glory and honor and immortality, eternal life: but unto 
them that are FCC 
2 
The Apostle Paul says the Lord Jesus will take vengeance upon those 
Ubey bt the Gospel Christ. 
„ul t you who are troubled rest with ns, when the Lord 8 be revealed 


trom hbaven With his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. (II Thessalonians 1: 7, 8). 


The Apostle James says themselves if nos the 
things the Lord commands: 
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„Be ye doers of the word, and deceiving you (James 


1; 22). 
„What doth it my though a man cay he hath faith, aod have not 


works? can faith save him?” (James 2: 14). : | é 
The Apostle John gives this testimony concerning tose who obey the 
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” (Revelation 2. W 1 


Does this obedience which the Lord requires mean belief only? 
No; for true belief, or faith, CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM WORKS Joss 3 


says, 
work that Ido shall be ( 
The Apostle James also tells us deve’) 


Even 80 faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” 3 3 

Knowing that a man cannot show that he has faith except by his w ) cn 8. 
this Apostle adds: 

«Show me thy faith withoat thy by my woe’ 

(James 2: 18). : 

To make it plain that a belief without works is not a Hiring faith and 
will not save, he says, ; 

“The devils also believe and tremble. (Jamies 2: 


What works are required with our faith 


The ordinances of the Gospel, such as and — 
ing on of hands, and all the works of — God has wee 
Jesus says concerning repentance and baptism, 7 0 hot 
„ Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” — ts * 
„ Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13: 5). 3 
He that believeth and is a en be saved.” (Merk 16: 16), 
Tue Apostle Peter says, 
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” rr 8 8 et 
In regard to works of righteousness Christ say: 
**Except your righteousness shall exceed of he and Phase, 
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5: tse 4 
„He that endureth to the end shall be saved.” ee 0 
Upon this subject the Apostle Peter writes: 
_ “Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue ‘cil and in sind erance; 
and to temperance patience ; and to patience godliness; Pitt une 
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity.” (II Feter 1: 5-7). = 


Does any part of the Bible teach that man can be saved withous works 
not fully understood by them. Paul and 
asked them what he should do to be saved, 


the Lord Jesus Christ, and tho be mre, and 
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They knew that the jailer 
dat ho did obey ii is shown by the words that follow: 

Aud be took: them the sums hour of the night and their ripe; and 
baptized, he and all his, straightway.” (Acts 10: 33). 

On the day of Pentecost Peter repeated these words from 
thie prophecy of Joel: Lovie 

saved.” (Acts 2: 
Zut on the same occasior bb butthinailtied every one of them to repent 
and be baptized. (Acts 2: 28). | 

It is made plain by other remarks which he makes in the same connec- 
tion that he refers to the J jewish law, and not to deeds of rightesusness, 
In no Place does the Bible teach that faith without works will save, 


e a —— were told these words by a triend: “If you only had 

a horse, you might do much more. work.“ The farmer would at once 

5 that bis friend meant that he should not only procure a horse, 
but that ho should feed it, and use it in the harness in order to get the 
work performed. He would be considered a very foolish man if he meroly 
bought the horse, and never fed it or used it, simply because his friend did 
not say the words “You must feed it and make use of it after you get it.” 
The horse would soon die, and then be of no use to the owner if he treated 
it in such a way. Anyone who says he believes in Jesus Christ and never 

obeys His commandments has no more use 

Truths Declared by the Word of Goa. 

The! N already given are from the writings and sayings of divinely 

inspired apostles and prophets. They are the words of God, for these men 

e as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Wich many other pas- 


“spak 
‘sages in the Bible they prove that— 
SALVATION 1s FREE To 
INVITES 10 COME TO Hine, AND THE 
H caw ONLY BE SAVED BY THE GRACE or Go. 
ONLY PARTAEE or Fork GRace or Gop zr 
OBEDIENCE ‘MEANS ‘To 


TIR ‘Bree NO OTHER WAY or Satvarion. 


Tall Salvation and 
Abe Goopel which from sin may be likened nto o 
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education which redeéms from ignorance. The twolare 20 near slike ithat 
if we understand the one we may be able fo understand the other. Sone 
times wealthy men establish schools that are free. to the public., All»who 
desire to get an education are invited to receive. it. 
said that it is by the grace or kindness of these men that those who aecept 
their offer are educated. But to receive the education, they N 
one must eomply with the rules of the school. He cannot enter unl 
is willing to do so. After he has entered the pupil must obey. the — 
tions given or he never will gain . education . e is 
offered freely. 
Salvation in the kingdom of heaven is very much the same,, 10 10 red 
to all freely, but to receive it one must accept of the gonditions pon 
which it is tendered; and he must gain it by obedience to re instract 
of the Savior, who made salvation frée to tnankind. | a ay 
Sin may be likened unto a debt. Sometimes men get into debt anda 
unable to pay what they « owe. ‘Suppose 8 man in this condition was told 
by the man to whom he was in debt that he would be forgiven if he would 
‘agree to certain conditions. Such a man would not éxpeéct torgtretiess 
unless he made the promise and kept his agreement. 
All men are sinners before the Lord, and they cannot Wee Ueebvus 
‘from their sins. The Savior, however, promises them forgiveness on con- 
dition of their Obedience to His commandments. How then can r 
to receive forgiveness unless ve accept His offer and Obey’ wert 


THE BLESSING AND or OBILDREN. 


a to the Prophet Joseph ‘Smith the Lord the 
commandment concerning the blessing of children: 

“Every member of the church of Christ having ebildren, is to being 
them uato the elders before the church, who are to lay their J hands | 
them in the name of Jesus e bless them i in his name.” (Dootri 
and Covenants, 20: 70). 

In another revelation He says: “Inasmuch. as parents 15. 5 
in Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organized, that teach t Mage) — 
to understand the doctrine of repentance, faith in Christ the 
living God, and of baptism and the gift of the Beh Ghost ag the Jobing 
on of hands when eight years old, the sin be upon the 2 oe, arents; 
for this shall be a law unto the inhabitants of Zion, or 7 any of. her 
Stakes which are organized ; and their 1 shall be k baptized kor “pe 
remission of their sins when eight, yeaen.e „and receive the laying on 

rightiy before the Lord,” (Doctrine and Covenante 68: 25-28 matt? 

We call the attention of the Saints to these commandments to. 
them of some of the important duties they owe to their cl u, 


Through indifference or — parerits sometimes fail to have 
Their children, brought before the Church 40 be blessed hy the Eiders. 
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such parents are not counted 
or enrolled as members of the Church. | : 

Done patents intentionally neglect to teach their children the prietiples 
of the Gospel, and seek to justify their course by saying they. prefer that 
their children: shall. be free to: choose for themselves when they are old 
enough to do so. To show the folly of such a course let us make a com- 
and see what the result would be. Suppose a man owned a piece 
0 rich, well-tilled land w which was ready for planting, but in which he 
had sown no seed, Would he be considered a wise man if he looked’ for- 
ward to reaping a good harvest of grain from that land if it was sur- 
rounded on all sides with tracts of land covered with weeds, and he re- 
fused even to plant any good seeds in the rich soil he owned until the 
pring time or the best season tor planting was past? What would be 


thought of & gardener who desired’ to have trees of his planting trained 
to grow in a certain direction, and never undertook to bend them ‘ashe 
wished until they were full grown | and beyond his power to change? 

The missionaries should see that the Saints understand the duties they 
owe to children, end to to in 
season. 

In dhe up statistical reports no children iaade! eight years old 
should be counted even though their parents are members, unless they 
have been blessed in the Church; but all children that have been blessed 
whether of Latter-day Saint parentage or otherwise, should be counted. 
Children that have been blessed’ and have arrived at the age of eight 
years and over, but, owing to neglect or unwillingness of parents, have 
not been baptized may still be oounted in statistical reports as children, 
unless it is apparent that the children themselves are opposed to the 
Church. There are some cases where. the children desire and would 
accept of baptism but are prevented by their parents and we should be 

E. F. r. 


— ABD. H. Bailey, ol the 
Leeds Conferenee, John H. Brough, Traveling Elder in the same oonfer- 
ence, and Don B. Colton, president of the Sheffield Conference have been 
honorably released to return home. The date of their departure is not 
fixed, a9 onch of them expects to visit the continent before leaving for home. 
George H. Bradshaw, president of the Manchester Conference, James 
H. Davis and William R. Rostron Traveling Elders in the same conference, 
Robert Cameron and Alexander G. Adamson, Traveling Elders in the 
Soottish Conference, H. C. Jacobs, Ir,, and William F. Tuckett, Traveling 
Elders in the Sheffield Conference, and John T. Jacobs, Traveling Elder in 
— Birmingham to return 

une 2, 18908. 9 

Pripe and Themes Llewellyn, Traveling Elders in the Welsh — 
James E. Heggan and Alma Montgomery, Traveling Elders in the Scottish 
Conference have been honorably, released to return home June 9, 180. 
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Bade- Charles Woolfenden has been appointed to preside over the Leeds 
Elder: James Blake has been appointed to Preside over the: 


Conference. 
Eider — P. Oldbam has been appointed to preside over 


Conference, ob od 
Scorrish .CONFERENCE Notice.—A conference of Latter-day 00 


ts of 
the Scottish Conference District will be held in the, Breadalbane Hall, 11 
Oxford Street, Gorbals, Glasgow, on May 15, 1898. TR will de 

or ADDRESS. 28, 1898, the ot the Scottish 
Conference house will be 53 Holmhead n ae in n. of 130 


“WHAT ARE. ITs. “FRUITS?” | 


UNpEE this 3 the Washington ‘Post of the send March, — the 
following editorial article 
Some of the good people in North | 
in that old state—have been ‘startled,’ we are assured, by reports of the 
recent progress of Mormonism-—progress not in Utan, but in their own 
neighborhoods, among their own people, and round about their own 
churches... The Mormon Elders have been at work for several years, and 
their success in winning converts has been phenomenal. They work 
quietly, going fron house to house, and depend largely upon personal 
exhortations, The Charleston News and Courier publishes some -facts 
from a report which shows that they have established about a hundred 
congregations’ in the past year, half of whom, it is noted, ‘have already 
built churches or secured places of regular meeting.’ Having now ‘toa 
large extent exhausted the material of the interior country districts,’ the 
enterprising missionaries, it is further stated, ‘have begun operations” in 
the ‘towns and cities, to which fact is due the discovery whielt’ has just 
been made of the extent of their previous operations 
When one takes into account the average opinion of Mortis 1 
does not seem strange that a good many of the clergymen in North Caro- 
lina are ‘startled’ by these facts. But the half has not yet been told. 
The report, as digested by our Charleston contemporay, says the Presby- 
terian organ of the state, contains . ‘the definite statement that there are 
now more Mormon Elders at work in North Carolina than there ard Pres- 
byterian ministers,’ and that ‘at the present rate of increase ‘it ‘will not 
be long before the Mormons will have more churches and more com- 
municants in the state than the Presbyterians,’ who constitute the third 
largest denomination in the state, the Baptiste and Methodisteout- 
numbering them in the order named. It is further stated that the Pro- 
testant ministers generally are dumbfounded at the extent ofthe 
success of the Mormon Elders,’ and the several denominations which 
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they represent ‘will’ at once take steps to counteract the growth ol Mor- 
monism wherever it has been planted; by sending an extra foros of 
Christian missionaries and workers into those fields’ .. 

“This will be another case of Christian against ‘Christian, of sending 
Christian ‘niinisters to counteract the results of the work of Christian 
missionaries. The Mormons ate The Church of J esus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints’ It is no part of the duty of à secular newspaper to criticise 
the creed of any religious organisation; but there is one praotical test 
that might well be applied to this great mass of North Carolina Mormons 
before condemning them utterly. Are they leading good lives? Does 
conversion improve their habits? How do they compare in temperance, 
chastity, industry, frugality, and other staple qualities with persons 
of similar antecedents, environment and worldly. condition in other 
religious bodies? An unprejudiced and faithful inquiry would be the 
right way to ascertain whether or not this great movement in the old 
North State need ‘startle’: the clergy and laity of other denominations. 
By their fruits ye shall know them? If Mormonism in North Carolina is 
producing bad fruits, let other sects send their missionaries to stem the 
tide. The Vews and Courter makes these comments on the situation: 
The funny aspects of the situation are too broad to be missed; but 
there is a serious side to it; also, which: is presented in the very obvious 
reflection-that the ‘protestant’. ministers and churches of North Carolina 
appear to have neglected their field very badly to have rendered such 
an invasion, with such results, so easily practicable. The North Carolina 
_ ministers and churches have not employed their opportunities, we fear, 
when the Elders from far Utah can find material for about a hundred con- 
gregations all about them. The sudden activity of the shepherds and 
churches, moreover, appears to be inspired rather by dislike of the Mormon 
brethren’ than by hostility to the common enemy and a consuming regard 
for the salvation of lost souls. It is. very much to be feared, in short, that 
but for the invasion of the Elders the thousands of poor and ignorant 
people in the country districts would have been left in darkness for many 
years to come, There is more anxiety, it seems, to save them from Mor- 
monism than there has been to save them from heathenism and their sins.’ 

. “Inasmuch as Mormonism is making progress in almost all of the states, 
| and especially in the East, an honest account of what it has done in North 
Carolina would be a valuable contribution to religious, moral, and socio- 
logical literature. What are ite fruits! That is the main question. How 
has it affected the lives, habits, and characters of the converts?” 

It is quite unusual to see so much good sense and simple justice: in an 
editorial treating of the Mormons, or of their religion, as are shown in the 
Posts article. Jesus gave a key by which the adherents of all creeds‘may 
be accurately and righteously judged: “By their fruits ye shall know 
them: and the Post makes a sensible as well as an eminently. Christian 
suggestion when it advises 10 mech this key in the case of the Mormons 
of North Carolina. 


mation is desired friends who know them, 
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